Major Wars Involving the United States
	War
	Causes
	Results

	American Revolution


	
	

	War of 1812


	
	

	Civil War


	
	

	Spanish-American War


	
	

	World War I


	
	

	World War II


	
	

	Korean War


	
	

	Vietnam War


	
	

	Gulf War 


	
	

	Iraq War


	
	


“The only representatives of the people of these colonies are persons chosen therein by themselves; and that no taxes ever have been, or can be constitutionally imposed on them but by their respective legislatures.”

-Statement by the Stamp Act Congress, 1765



What is a valid conclusion that can be drawn from this quotation?

1. The colonial legislatures should be appointed by the English King with the consent of Parliament. 

2. Only the colonists’ elected representatives should have the power to levy taxes. 

3. The English King should have the right to tax the colonists. 

4. The colonists should be opposed to all taxation. 

The British system of mercantilism was opposed by many American colonists because it

1. placed quotas on immigration 

2. discouraged the export of raw materials to England 

3. placed restrictions on trading 

4. encouraged colonial manufacturing 

The pamphlet Common Sense, by Thomas Paine, aided the American cause in the Revolutionary War because it

1. convinced France to join in the fight against England 

2. led to the repeal of the Stamp Act 

3. created a new system of government for the United States 

4. persuaded individuals who were undecided to support independence 

Which statement best explains President Abraham Lincoln’s justification for the Civil War?

1. As an abolitionist, President Lincoln wanted to end slavery in the United States. 

2. President Lincoln wanted to keep the South economically dependent on the industrial North. 

3. President Lincoln’s oath of office required him to defend and preserve the Union. 

4. To keep the support of Great Britain and France, President Lincoln had to try to end slavery immediately. 

A major result of the Civil War was that the

1. economic system of the South came to dominate the United States economy 

2. Federal Government’s power over the States was strengthened 

3. members of Congress from Southern States gained control of the legislative branch 

4. nation’s industrial development came to a standstill 

Before the Civil War, slavery expanded in the South rather than in the North because

1. the Constitution contained a clause that outlawed the importation of slaves into the Northern states 

2. Congress passed a law forbidding slavery in the North 

3. Northern states passed affirmative action legislation 

4. geographic conditions in the South encouraged the development of large plantations 

One important conclusion that can be drawn as a result of the United States experience in both the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Persian Gulf War (1991) is that

1. only the President should decide issues of war and peace 

2. the media are a powerful influence in shaping American public opinion toward war 

3. the public has little confidence in the ability of the American military 

4. international organizations play a decisive role in determining the outcome of a war 

From 1914 to 1916, as World War I raged in Europe, Americans were not able to remain neutral in thought as well as action mainly because

1. United States membership in military alliances required the nation to fight 

2. United States newspapers encouraged a policy of imperialist expansion 

3. the warring powers interfered with the United States right to freedom of the seas 

4. President Woodrow Wilson supported the war aims of Germany and Austria-Hungary 

After World War I, the opposition of some Members of Congress to the Versailles Treaty was based largely on the idea that the Treaty

1. did not punish the Central Powers harshly enough 

2. did not give the United States an important role in world affairs 

3. would require the United States to join the League of Nations and might result in a loss of United States sovereignty 

4. would require the United States to assume the cost of rebuilding the war-torn European economies 

In the early 1940’s, the "destroyers-for-military-bases deal" with Great Britain and the Lend-Lease Act were evidence that the United States

1. recognized that its policy of neutrality conflicted with its self-interest 

2. followed its policy of neutrality more strictly as World War II progressed in Europe 

3. believed that the Allied policy of appeasement would succeed 

4. wanted to honor the military commitments it had made just after World War I 

President Harry Truman’s decision to use atomic bombs against Japan was primarily based on his belief that

1. an invasion of Japan would result in excessive casualties 

2. Germany would refuse to surrender in Europe 

3. an alliance was developing between Japan and the Soviet Union 

4. Japan was in the process of developing its own atomic weapons 

A constitutional issue that was frequently raised about United States involvement in the Korean conflict and the Vietnam conflict was the

1. right to regulate commerce with foreign nations 

2. use of deficit spending to finance wars 

3. lack of a formal declaration of war by Congress 

4. Supreme Court’s role in foreign policy decision-making 

The Korean War and the Persian Gulf War were similar in that both

1. represented United Nations efforts to assist nations in repelling aggressors 

2. involved unilateral military action by the United States 

3. were military defeats for the United Nations 

4. brought about lasting solutions to problems in each region 

Which is a valid conclusion based on United States involvement in the Korean War?

1. The policy of containment was applied in Asia as well as in Europe 

2. United Nations economic sanctions are more effective than military action. 

3. The American people will support United States participation in any war, whether declared or undeclared. 

4. United States cooperation with a wartime ally ends when the war ends. 

