Progressive Movement Assignment

Due  MARCH  1, 2011
Background

Toward the end of the 1800s, the United States faced many problems that had been caused by rapid industrialization and urban growth.  A diverse group of reformers known as progressives led one of the most important reform movements in American History.  Some progressives feared that too much power in the hands of too few business people would be detrimental to American citizens.  Therefore, they argued that no large company should dominate any industry.  Progressives advocated peaceful change.  Some were writers who used their talents to comment on America’s problems, hoping that others would respond to these conditions and bring about change.  Some progressives worked to reform city government and politics.  Others were concerned about social welfare.  Progressives worked to bring about changes in health and safety codes.  In the early 1900’s, progressives established a National Child Labor Committee to campaign for the abolition of child labor.  To protect other workers, progressives joined with labor union leaders to pressure state legislatures for workers’ compensation laws.  In order to lessen the problems caused by alcohol abuse, some progressives worked to reduce-and later ban- the use of alcohol.


Members of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) worked to give women the right to vote.  Members lobbied lawmakers, organized marches, and delivered speeches on street corners.  Some members, led by a Quaker social worker named Alice Paul, even chained themselves to lampposts and went on hunger strikes, although not all members of the NAWSA agreed with her tactics.  Finally, on August 26, 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment, which guaranteed women the right to vote, went into effect.
Task: 
You are going to pretend that you are a muckraker in the early 1900s. In order to draw attention to an important problem facing society you will: 

(1) write an article and 

(2) create an original political cartoon to be published in a newspaper.  Your article and cartoon will comment on the Progressive movement and its goals.  You will focus on one aspect of the Progressive Movement. 
 In your article, 
*identify the problem (ONE PROBLEM ONLY), 
*explain why it is a problem and 
*suggest what should be done to fix it.  
Your cartoon will include an original drawing with a title and a caption (you may also include dialogue with your cartoon if you wish to do so). 
Your article must be typed, double spaced, using 12 point standard font. If you do not have a printer, you can email it to ddascher@schools.nyc.gov. Your cartoon can use images from other sources but must be put together in an original way—do not just copy from the ones we have seen in class or copy from another source.

Topics may include: women’s suffrage, child labor, prohibition of alcohol, government corruption, monopolies(the need for regulation of big business), protection for workers rights.
Rubric for Progressives Project
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content 
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent. 
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors. 
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors. 

	Attractiveness 
	Makes excellent use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance the message. 
	Makes good use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance the message. 
	Makes use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. but occasionally these detract from the message.
	Use of font, color, graphics, effects etc. but these often distract from the presentation message. 

	Mechanics 
	No misspellings or grammatical errors. 
	Three or fewer misspellings and/or mechanical errors. 
	Four misspellings and/or grammatical errors. 
	More than 4 errors in spelling or grammar. 

	Requirements 
	All requirements on the checklist are met and exceeded. 
	All requirements on the checklist are met. 
	One requirement from the checklist was not completely met. 
	More than one requirement from the checklist was not completely met. 
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	Appearance
	 
	[image: image1.wmf]I included both a cartoon and an article of at least two paragraphs, which is typed (double spaced, 12 point font).
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	Organization
	 
	[image: image5.wmf]I organized my ideas in a meaningful and logical way in my article.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image6.wmf]I gave a full explanation of my topic (I explained why it is a problem and what should be done to fix it).
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	Media Use
	 
	[image: image10.wmf]I used original art, animations or photographs.
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