Marking Period 3 Project

Film Review and Analysis

Watching popular movies that deal with historical events can be a good way to learn history. These movies can also be misleading because they might not always portray things accurately. Your task is to review a movie that is based on a historical event from colonial America through 1900. You will then write a 5 paragraph essay (typed, double spaced, 12 point font) that compares the movie to the actual events that inspired it. You should focus on analyzing how well the movie reflects the real story—do not just summarize the plot of the movie. This project is a requirement for the 3rd marking period and is due Friday Jan. 18, 2013.
Follow these guidelines in writing your review:

Paragraph 1—Introduction


Write an introduction paragraph in which you describe the movie (title, director, stars, year of release) and tell what real life event the movie was inspired by. Be sure to include a thesis statement in this paragraph. Your thesis should be either: (name of your movie) accurately portrays real events because (fill in specific point about the movie) OR (name of movie) does not accurately portray real events because (fill in specific point about the movie). 

Paragraph 2—The Plot 


Describe the main story line of the movie. What is the writer/director trying to convey about the topic (what is his/her perspective on the issue)? Discuss only the movie in this paragraph.

Paragraph 3—Reality 


Describe the actual events in history that inspired the movie. Do research and cite your sources. Discuss only the real-life story in this paragraph.

Paragraph 4—Evaluation/Comparison


How accurate is the movie? Point out the strengths and weaknesses of the movie as if you were a movie critic. “I liked it” or “I hated it” are not sufficient responses. Instead, discuss whether you can learn something about history or the law from this movie. 


Factors to consider:


Is the main character based on a real person?

 

Are all events that occur in the movie real, or did Hollywood make certain things 

up to add drama?

Are all of the characters based on real people, or were some created just for the movie?

Did Hollywood create a love story or dramatic situation that did not actually exist?

Are the characters wearing the clothing and using language and technology of that time period, or is something wrong with the movie setting?

Was the movie interesting? 



Did the actors do a good job? 



What would have made the movie better? 



Would you recommend it to others? Why or why not?

Paragraph 5—Conclusion 


Write a concluding paragraph in which you restate your thesis and wrap up your ideas. Was the movie effective in teaching you something about US history?

You must cite at least 3 sources in addition to the movie in a bibliography.


Remember: google, ask.com, and yahoo are not sources—they are search engines



        Wikipedia is not an acceptable source

**Since you are being given the thesis statement, the bulk of your grade will be based on how well you research history and analyze the movie based on what you found out. See the rubric below. If you do not have a printer, you can email the assignment to mschill2@schools.nyc.gov
Suggested Movies (if you want to watch something that is not on this list, get approval in advance)

Glory




Squanto: A Warrior’s Tale

Gone With the Wind

1492: Conquest of Paradise

Drums Along the Mohawk

Gettysburg
Lincoln



Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
Gods And Generals

John Adams (2 hours)


Into the West (2 hours)

Cold Mountain

1776




Dances With Wolves

The Red Badge of Courage
Last of the Mohicans


Tombstone



Far and Away
The Patriot



The Alamo



Gangs Of New York
Amistad



The Crossing



The Conspirators
Ways to find a movie:

Local library (free), rent from redbox.com or mydvdxpress.net (movie rentals for $1), rent from a chain like Blockbuster, Netflix, or Hollywood Video, or watch on cable (look up show times at tvguide.com or check HBO On Demand)

	CATEGORY 
	4 - Above Standards 
	3 - Meets Standards 
	2 - Approaching Standards 
	1 - Below Standards 
	Score 

	Thesis Statement 
	The position statement provides a clear, strong statement of the author's position on the topic. 
	The position statement provides a clear statement of the author's position on the topic. 
	A position statement is present, but does not make the author's position clear. 
	There is no position statement. 
	  

	Support for Position 
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, example from the movie) that support the position statement. The writer anticipates the reader's concerns, biases or arguments and has provided at least 1 counter-argument. 
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples from the movie) that support the position statement. 
	Includes 2 pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples from the movie) that support the position statement. 
	Includes 1 or fewer pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples from the movie). 
	  

	Accuracy 
	All supportive facts and statistics are reported and compared to the movie accurately. 
	Almost all supportive facts and statistics are reported and compared to the movie accurately. 
	Most supportive facts and statistics are reported and compared to the movie accurately. 
	Most supportive facts and statistics were inaccurately reported/and or not compared to the movie. 
	  

	Sources 
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and most are cited correctly. 
	Most sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	Many sources are suspect (not credible) AND/OR are not cited correctly. 
	  

	Grammar & Spelling 
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	  


