Belief Systems Vocabulary and Practice Questions

	Animism

_____Spirits

_____Earliest belief system

_____Ancestor Worship

Hinduism

_____Polytheistic/Monotheistic

_____Reincarnation

_____Karma

_____Dharma

_____Caste System


_____Brahmin


_____Kshatriyas


_____Vaisyas


_____Sudras


_____Untouchables

_____Union with Brahman

_____India

Buddhism

_____Siddhartha Gautama

_____Buddha

_____Reincarnation

_____Karma

_____Dharma

_____Nirvana

_____Enlightenment

_____India

_____Spread to China

_____Four Noble Truths

_____Eight-Fold Path


	Confucianism

_____Confucius

_____Five Key Relationships

_____Filial Piety

_____Accepting position in life

_____China

_____Era of Warring States

Taoism/Daoism

_____Lao Tzi

_____Harmony

_____Nature

_____Yin Yang

_____Respect

_____China

_____Era of Warring States

Legalism

_____Humans are evil

_____Laws

_____China

_____Era of Warring States

Shinto(ism)

_____Nature

_____Spirits

_____Ancestor worship

_____Japan


	Judaism

_____Monotheistic

_____Yaweh

_____Abraham

_____Synagogue/Temple

_____Torah

_____Old Testament

_____Ten Commandments

_____Diaspora/Exodus

_____Israel

_____Passover

_____Heaven

Christianity

_____Monotheistic

_____Jesus Christ

_____Old Testament

_____New Testament/Bible

_____Israel

_____Ten Commandments

_____Church

_____Lent

_____Pope

_____Heaven

Islam

_____Muhammad

_____Five Pillars of Faith

_____Koran/Quran

_____Ramadan

_____Paradise/Heaven

_____Mecca/Medina

_____Hijra (hegira)


Practice Questions

1. Compare/Contrast Hinduism and Buddhism

2. Compare/Contrast Judaism, Christianity, Islam

3. Compare all belief systems. What do all belief systems have in common? How do belief systems help individuals and society?

4. In traditional India, the caste system and the Hindu beliefs in karma and dharma most directly resulted in

1. the establishment of a set of rules for each individual in society. 

2. The rapid industrialization of the economy.

3. A strong emphasis on the acquisition of wealth.

4. A strong belief in the importance of education.

5. According to the teachings of Confucius, the key to the successful organization of society is that

1. the ruler should be chosen democratically.

2. The evil in humans must be eliminated.

3. Ancestor worship should be discontinued.

4. Individuals should know and do what is expected of them.

6. The Quran, Mecca, and hijra (hegira) are most closely associated with the practice of

1. Islam



3. Christianity

2. Judaism



4. Buddhism

7. One similarity between the Five Pillars of Islam and the Ten Commandments is that both

1. support a belief in reincarnation


3. encourage the use of statues to symbolize God

2. promote learning as a means to salvation

4. provide a guide to proper ethical and moral behavior

8. Which belief is shared by Hindus and Buddhists?

1. Everyone should have the same social status. 
3. The soul can be reincarnated.

2. People should pray five times a day.

4. Material wealth is a sign of the blessing of the gods.

9. One similarity between animism and Shinto is that people who follow these belief systems

1. practice filial piety



3. are monotheistic

2. worship spirits in nature



4. are required to make pilgrimages

10. Judaism, Christianity and Islam share a belief in 

1. the central authority of the Pope


3. reincarnation and he Four Noble Truths

2. a prohibition of the consumption of port

4. monotheism and ethical conduct

